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NOTE ON STATISTICS OF PROSTITUTION IN CUBA. 

(The following note is of interest as confirming and roughly meas- 
uring the common statement that prostitution in Cuba is almost con- 
fined to the class of foreign-born women. It was .prepared for, but 
not included in, the Census of Cuba, 1899, and is now published in 
the belief that any statistical information about a class, of which 
little is known, and regarding the legal treatment of which opinions 
differ radically, is worthy of preservation.) 

During the tabulation of the occupation returns for the Cuban 
census of 1899 it was remarked that in the city of Habana a certain 
number of women had reported their occupation as that of a prosti- 
tute. This raised the question whether it was desirable to recognize 
this occupation in the tables. The attitude of the United States 
Census Office, the practice of which was followed in that census, is 
stated in the following extract from " Remarks on the Table of Occu- 
pations" contained in the United States Census:*— 

The following tables embrace gainful and reputable occupations 
only. All persons whose means of livelihood are criminal, or, in the 
judgment of mankind, shameful, are excluded. 

The reason for excluding gamblers, prostitutes, keepers of brothels, 
and such persons from the Tables of Occupations, has not been found 
in any sensitiveness at the mention or recognition of these classes as 
actually existing in the community, but in the consideration that, 
from the necessity of the case, the numbers thus reported must be 
wholly inadequate to the fact, and that a seeming count of them in 
the census would have the effect to mislead rather than to instruct. 
Here and there, at the enumeration of the Ninth Census, such per- 
sons had the assurance to report themselves by their true designa- 
tions, or assistant marshals took the responsibility (and in some cases 
the risk) of writing down the real occupation of members of these 
classes who had sought to misstate their avocations or to disguise 
them under ambiguous terms; but an analysis of the schedules soon 
made it evident that this had not been done, as indeed was not to be 
expected, with such uniformity as to secure even approximately cor- 
rect results. All such titles are therefore dropped. Some from these 
classes may have taken refuge, through false statements, in one or 
another of the occupations of good repute (notably keepers of 
brothels as " boarding-house keepers," a euphemism familiar to the 
compilers of city directories); but as a general rule, where the calling 
was not correctly given, it was wholly withheld, and it may there- 
fore be assumed that substantially the whole body of persons pursu- 
ing disreputable and criminal occupations are omitted from these 
tables. 

•Census of 1870, Population and Social Statistics, p. 659. 
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While these remarks still hold good with reference to the total 
number of persons engaged in such an occupation, yet with the meth- 
ods of tabulation introduced since the passage was written, whereby 
the returns regarding any group may be readily analyzed, it is possible 
to get valuable information from returns confessedly very incomplete. 
Accordingly, it was decided to distinguish this occupation in tabu- 
lating the returns for the city of Habana and the province of Santa 
Clara, where also a number of such returns were found on the 
schedules. 

Under the terms of a Cuban law promulgated July 17, 1877, all 
prostitutes were to be inscribed in the register, to pay a fee, and to re- 
ceive a certificate of enrolment. All houses of prostitution were to 
be licensed and to pay a monthly fee, being divided for that purpose 
into classes, for which the fees differed. This system was continued 
as a hygienic measure by the United States military authorities. 
Efforts to supplement the scattering returns in the censuses were 
therefore made by a request through the Director of Police at Habana 
to the authorities of each municipal district that they would report 
the number, race, and nativity of all registered prostitutes. 

Of the 132 municipalities, 109, or nearly five-sixths, replied to the 
request for supplementary information; and from 23 municipalities 
no report was received. The municipalities which did not respond 
included by the census 201,126 people, or 12.8 per cent, of the popu- 
lation. The reports received, therefore, refer to municipalities em- 
bracing about seven-eighths of the population of Cuba and all the 
cities of over 10,000 people. Of the 109 municipalities reporting, 
84 reported no registered prostitutes, while 25 reported numbers 
ranging from 3 to 1,441. The 84 municipal districts which re- 
ported no names include a population of 623,123. The 25 which 
reported names embrace a population of 748,538; that is, for the 
population reporting about 45 per cent, reported no registered pros- 
titutes, while 55 per cent, reported registered prostitutes. The 25 
municipal districts reporting names on their registers contained rather 
less than half (47.6 per cent.) of the population of the island. The 
total number of registered prostitutes reported was 2,123, more than 
two-thirds of whom were in the city of Habana. While doubtless 
this number represents only a minimum limit to the total number 
of persons engaged in this occupation, yet there is no apparent reason 
for supposing that the omissions were proportionately greater with 
one race than with the other, with the native than the foreign born, 
or with one age group than another. Consequently, the race, nativ- 
ity, and age distribution of these 2,123 women probably does not differ 
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very much from the proportion that would be established if all persons 
of this class could be included in the tables. Of the total number 
1,511 were white, and 612 were negro or mulatto; that is, rather over 
seven-tenths (71.2 per cent.) of these women were white, and rather 
less than three-tenths (28.3 per cent.) were negro. As the white 
females constitute about two-thirds (64.6 per cent.) of the total 
female population, and the negro females nearly one-third (35.4 per 
cent.), it would seem that prostitutes are recruited about as much 
from one race as the other; but, owing to the incompleteness of the 
returns, no more specific inference is warranted. Of the total num- 
ber, also, 1,477 were returned as native and 646 as foreign born. 
The best basis with which to compare these numbers is apparently 
the total number of native and foreign born women 15 years of age 
and over. The foreign-born colored women are not returned by age 
groups; and therefore, to get such a basis of comparison, it has been 
necessary to assume the following proportion : The foreign-born white 
females of all ages (26,358) are to the foreign-born white females 
under 15 (2,548) as the foreign-born colored females of all ages (6,458) 
are to x; i.e., the foreign-born colored females under 15. In this 
way the fourth term is found to be 624. On this assumption the 
native females are 443,376, and the foreign-born females are 30,269. 
It follows that, in Cuba there are 33 prostitutes registered to every 
10,000 native women at least 15 years old and 218 to every 10,000 
foreign-born women at least 15 years old. That is, the proportion 
of this class among the foreign-born women is between six and seven 
times as great as among the native women. 

As nearly two-thirds of the prostitutes were reported from the 
city of Habana, a similar comparison for the population of that 
city has been made. The total number of native women at least 
15 years old was 87,516, and the total number of foreign-born at 
least 15 years old was 11,526. The total number of native regis- 
tered prostitutes was 924, the total number of foreign-born regis- 
tered prostitutes 517. Hence to every 10,000 adult foreign-born 
women there were 449 registered prostitutes, while to every 10,000 
adult native women there were only 106. It would seem that in 
Habana this class is recruited from the foreign-born to more than 
four times the amount that it is from the natives. 

Incomplete returns for the province of Santa Clara were tabulated 
by the census. A total of 244 persons were found in that province 
who admitted to the enumerators that they followed this occupation. 
Assuming the proportion already explained in order to estimate the 
number of adult native and foreign born colored, it appears that 
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in Santa Clara province there were 20 registered prostitutes to every 
10,000 adult native white women, 29 to every 10,000 adult native 
colored women, and 56 to every 10,000 adult foreign-born white 
women. The figures for the city of Habana and the province of Santa 
Clara seem to conflict with those previously given for the whole island. 
From the figures for the whole island it appears that prostitution 
is from six to seven times as common among foreign-born women 
as among natives; from the figures for Habana city it appears that it 
is from four to five times as common among foreign-born women 
as among natives; and, finally, from the figures for Santa Clara 
province it appears that it is not quite three times as common 
among the foreign-born white women as among the native white 
women. These results seem on their face inconsistent. Yet they 
may be harmonized in case most of the foreign-born women are liv- 
ing in those 25 municipal districts which have reported registered 
prostitutes. To test this, the number of foreign-born white females 
in these 25 municipal districts has been found. There were 19,334 
foreign-born white females in these districts, and in the whole island 
only 26,358. In other words, 73.3 per cent, of the foreign-born white 
females on the island were in some one or other of these 25 municipal 
districts, although less than half of the population of the island (47.6 
per cent.) resided there. Applying similar calculations to the foreign- 
born white males, it appears that two-thirds of them (66.5 per cent.) 
live in some one or other of the 25 districts reporting registered pros- 
titutes. One may safely infer that immigration and registered 
prostitution are characteristic rather of urban than of rural Cuba. 
On the whole it appears from the fragmentary data that the propor- 
tion of foreign-born registered prostitutes is decidedly greater in 
Habana than it is in other parts of the island, but that in general 
the likelihood of foreign-born white women becoming enrolled in 
this class is at least two to three times as great as of native white 
women. 

In 759 cases the age was reported. From these the following table 
has been prepared. It gives the total number of women on the 
island belonging to a certain age group, the total number of regis- 
tered prostitutes known to belong to the same age group, and the 
number to every 10,000 women of that age group. 
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Age Period. 



15-19 

20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-H 
45-49 
50+ 

15+ 



Female 
Population. 



93,689 
73,951 
64,199 
54,789 
45,716 
38,036 
26,727 
76,539 



473,645 



Registered 

Prostitutes. 



24 
16 
6 

5 



759 



Registered 
Prostitutes 

to Every 
10,000 

Females. 



21 

40 
24 
12 
5 
4 
2 
1 



From this table it appears that the greatest prevalence of prosti- 
tution is at the ages of 20 to 24; that the five years immediately 
preceding and following are characterized by a prevalence about one- 
half that of the maximum; that the ages 30 to 34 show about one- 
half the rate of the ages 25 to 29, and the ages 35 to 39 about half 
that of the preceding quinquennial group. Whether this rapid de- 
crease in the prevalence of prostitution with advancing years is due 
to persons passing out from it to other occupations or to the high 
mortality characteristic of this class, or to both, the figures do not 
«nable one to ascertain. 

The conclusions of this note may be summarized as follows: — 

1. Registered prostitutes are reported in 25 municipal districts, 
including all the large cities of Cuba and nearly half the population. 

2. The two races are represented in this class in about the same 
proportions as in the general population. 

3. This class is most common in those parts of the island, especially 
Urban districts, where the foreign-born are most largely represented. 

4. In the capital this class comes from foreign-born women to 
about four times the degree that it does from native women. In 
other parts of the island the difference is probably less marked. 

5. The maximum proportion in this class is found between the ages 
of 20 and 25, and the proportion at each of the three succeeding five- 
year periods is about half that of the group immediately preceding. 

W. F. Willcox. 

Cornell University. 



